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Weinstein submits $2.09 billion 
draft capital program to Legislature 


Commissioner James Weinstein submitted to the 
Legislature the FY 2000 $2.09 billion draft capital 
improvement program. This is 33% or $500 million 
more than the FY 1999 outlay. 

Weinstein tied it to NJ FIRST, Governor 
Whitman’s transportation vision for the state. “This 
capital program — the largest ever — implements the 
key goals of this program,” he said, “preserving and 
maintaining our roads and bridges, supporting local 
governments, emphasizing the quality of life projects 
like bike paths and pedestrian safety improvements 
and establishing the foundation for economic growth 
and redevelopment of our cities.” 

The rebuilding and continued upkeep of the 


existing transportation system is the largest single 
spending category, 49% of the program. Weinstein 
noted that the large number of bridge repair, 
rebuilding and replacement projects illustrates that 
the capital budget focuses on the existing 
transportation system. 

The Commissioner said that the program was 
built on extensive public discussion and local 
outreach. He said the Department worked together 
with the regional metropolitan planning 
organizations to develop a comprehensive program 
that will not only improve the transportation system, 
but also draw down all available federal funding in a 
timely manner. 


Deputy Commissioner Al Ari sets goals for 1999 


Newly-appointed Deputy Commissioner Albert 
(Al) Ari is wasting no time setting goals for the 
Department for 1999 and beyond. Barely settled into 


the commissioner’s wing, Ari immediately echoed 


Newly-appointed Deputy Commissioner Al Ari (center) and Civil Rights and Affirmative 
Action Director Tony Davis (right) speak with Assistant Commissioner Gregory Adkins (left) of 
the Department of Community Affairs. Adkins gave the kick-off speech at the Black History 


Weinstein’s priority: employees — the Department’s 
most important resource. 

Commissioner Weinstein appointed the 38-year 
NJDOT veteran on February 13. Ari likes to be ona 
first-name basis with all employees and sees the need 
to re-establish team spirit among the employees. 

He strongly believes NJDOT employees are 
dedicated and hard working and that they deserve 
more credit than they have received. Ari emphasized 
the need for a place that employees can come to talk 
to someone face to face. 


“The Department has been good to me. I started 
here in May 1961 as an Engineering Aide 2 and as a 
result of hard work, pursuing a college degree at 
night and having excellent mentors, I have had a 
very successful career; far exceeding 
my wildest dreams. I think the 
opportunity is here for anyone who 
wants to take advantage of it. It 
doesn’t come easily and requires hard 
work and commitment,” said Ari. 

As Deputy Commissioner, Ari is 
responsible for Capital Program 
Management, Operations, Motor 
Vehicle Services, Inspector General 
and Affirmative Action & Civil 
Rights. With NJDOT juggling major 
projects such as the capital program, 
renewal of the Transportation Trust 
Fund and the Enhanced Emissions 
Program, there’s plenty to do. Still, 
he’s determined to reach out to 
employees. 

“You make time for people. I 
always maintained an open-door 
policy where I’d listen to employee’s 
gripes, suggestions or frustrations,” 
said Ari. He explained that he 
conducted regular employee meetings 
in all of his previous positions and as 
Assistant Commissioner of 
Operations. “And I always followed up with the 
employee in writing afterwards about what was 
being done.” 

Ari’s self-determination may spill over into his 
personal life, too. “Before I retire, I’m going to learn 
to golf,” he said. For the moment, the new deputy is 
content with collecting Lionel trains, which will 
come in handy in his new position as grandfather. 

Residents of Mercerville, Ari and his wife 
Barbara have three grown children, two of whom are 
married, and one grandson. 


NJDOT employees celebrate the green all year 


NJDOT employees Jim Allen of the 
Materials Section and Dave Harker of 
Central Operations Electrical celebrated 
St. Patrick’s Day on March 17, but carry 
the holiday spirit through the rest of the 
year with their special individual talents. 

Allen: fiddle, banjo, pipes 

Jim Allen used his musical talents 
well this year and played at several post 
St. Patrick’s Day parade events. When he 
plays an Irish jig on his trusty fiddle, he 
can move your feet or put a smile on your 
face, or both. 

A fiddler for 15 years, Allen also 
plays the banjo and the bagpipes. His 
father played several instruments too. He 
learned his techniques from musicians in 
West Virginia, where he studied the 
techniques of “old time” music, a 
precursor to bluegrass. Allen learned to 
play Irish tunes with a French flavor at the 
Pembroke festival in Québec Province, 
Canada, from musicians who are native to 
the Gaspé region. 

Locally you can hear Allen play in a 
seissiin (Gaelic for jamming) with fellow 
musicians on the Irish whistle, Celtic harp, 
flute and guitar at Mitchell’s Pub on 
Church Street in Lambertville the first 
Wednesday night of the month; in 


Jim Allen plays an Irish tune on his fiddle. 


seissitins at the Seattle Coffee Shop in 
Haddonfield every other Thursday 
evening; occasionally for dances at the 
Friends Meeting House in Cinnaminson 
the last Sunday evening of the month; and 
at various folk festivals and dances. 
Harker: ceili dancer 

A ceili (Irish folk) dancer and 
member of the Sons and Daughters of 
Erin, which stresses Irish heritage studies 
and sponsors youth scholarships, Dave 
Harker worked on the logistics of the 
Trenton St. Patrick’s Day parade. He is 
active in the Ancient Order of Hibernians, 


an Irish-American organization that 
proclaims friendship, unity and Christian 
charity. 

The Electric Mechanic and his family 
traditionally march in the annual parade, 
but this year was a bit different—only four 
of the five Harker family members 
marched together. Daughter Mary was 


Dave Harker congratulates his daughter Mary 
after she won the Miss St. Patrick title. 


crowned Miss St. Patrick at the annual 
Miss St. Patrick and Scholarship 
Committee fund-raising campaign by the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians. She led this 
year’s parade. 


Emergency Service Patrol celebrates five years 


Clearly a successful federally-funded 
program, the Emergency Service Patrol 
(ESP) celebrated its fifth anniversary in 
January. ESP drivers assist motorists in 
disabled vehicles. They change flat tires, 
provide a gallon of gas, jump start 
vehicles, perform minor repairs, assist 
with safety at accident scenes, contain 
small spills, remove small debris and 
provide traffic information to the Traffic 
Operation Centers. 

New Jersey and out-of-state 
motorists like this service. To date, ESP 
has changed 20,000 flat tires, provided 
8,000 gallons of gas and assisted at 10,000 
accident scenes. Some motorists’ reactions 
to the ESP after they received help are: 

¢ “Much to my surprise, NJDOT 
provides a free service for small car 
problems. . .Although I have AAA 
coverage, their service cannot compare to 
yours.” 

¢ “They gave me fantastic assistance 
and were extremely kind, polite, helpful 
and courteous . . .I really appreciate the 
ESP and the friendly service provided by 
these gentlemen.” 

¢ “T would like to extend my 
appreciation for a job well done in a 
courteous manner...” 


The ESP has helped a man who was 
shot in his car; saved a man suffering a 
heart attack; assisted a woman in child 
labor; and assisted an owner with her 
sedated pet pig. 

There’s a down side to this job too, as 
Ryan McCann (South Region) and Vince 
Pelligra (North Region) know. Both were 
injured while assisting motorists along our 
roadways. 

Statistically, in 1994 there were 8,937 
stops in the South Region and 7,394 stops 
in the North Region, compared with 1998 
figures of 10,965 and 14,290 respectively. 

Members of the North Region patrol 
include Bob Barretta and Leon Reisner, 
Crew Supervisors; John Ruffino and 
Thomas Vaughn, Assistant Crew 
Supervisors; Rudy Edwards, Darnell Fagg, 
John Friel, Beresford Hunt, Bill Lewis, 
Alfredo Marano, Steve Pastor, Vince 
Pelligra, Willie Sims, John Stevens, Bill 
Sugrue and Lynn Washington, Drivers. 

South Region patrol members include 
Charlie Patton, Crew Supervisor and Mark 
Williams, Assistant Crew Supervisor; Ed 
Colligan, Paul Craddock, Bob Davis, 
Charles Feggans, Richard Hopkins, Ed 
Leadbetter, Ryan McCann, Mike Metcalf, 
Jeff Ogbin, Stan Rzepski, Jim Schofield 


and Albert Tilton, Drivers. 
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MVS revs up cleaner air with Passeri at the wheel 


Carl Passeri is the new Executive 
Director of clean air programs at Motor 
Vehicle Services. He replaces Tim 
McGough who left to work in the private 
sector. 

With more than 25 years of private 
sector experience in management, 
engineering and construction of projects 
involving new facilities and/or 
modifications to existing facilities, 
Passeri will head the effort to meet the 
federal mandate for New Jersey’s 
enhanced vehicle emissions testing 
program on schedule. 

‘“Passeri’s demonstrated ability to 
manage and oversee construction projects 


Moving around 

Commissioner James Weinstein 
announced that effective with Al Ari’s 
promotion to Deputy Director, Rod 
Roberson, formerly Director of 
Operations Support, will assume the role 
of Acting Assistant Commissioner for 
Operations. 

Meg Frampton and Harold Neil are 
Special Assistants to the Commissioner; 
Dianna Stathopulos is the 
Commissioner’s Scheduler/Secretary; 
Diane Saylor is the Deputy 
Commissioner’s Secretary; and Priscilla 
Sackner is the Chief of Staff’s Secretary. 
Linda Taylor is Secretarial Assistant III 
to Jeff Stoolman, Office of Ethics and 
Appeals. Robert DeSando, Executive 
Assistant, just accepted a position in the 
administration of the new Commissioner 
of Education David C. Hespe. 


Many thanks 

Feeling great and back at NJDOT 
full time from emergency surgery last 
summer, Susan Hendrickson of 
Transportation Systems Planning, 
Bureau of Mobility Strategies, thanks 
her co-workers for their support and 
kindness. “The hospital visits, get well 
greetings, flowers and phone calls were 
very much appreciated,” said 
Hendrickson. “I would especially like 
to thank those who donated sick time to 
help me during my recovery.” 


_ Commissioner 


will serve us well, I 
fully expect the 
state to meet the 
December 1999 
deadline for starting 
enhanced emissions 
testing,” said 


James Weinstein. 
MVS has laid 
the groundwork for 
this new emissions 
testing system. The 
35 vehicle 
inspection stations 
are converting to the new testing 


Passeri 


Mark your calendars 


Benefits fair 

April is open enrollment for state 
employees who want to explore new 
medical and dental coverage choices. 
Locations and times are: 

March 30, 10 a.m.- 2 p.m., 

MVS Headquarters (main lobby), 

225 East State Street, Trenton 

March 31, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 

Regional Operations North, 

200 Stierli Court, Mt. Arlington 

March 31, 10 a.m.- 2 p.m., 

Regional Operations South, 

3906 Church Road, Mount Laurel 

April 5, 10 a.m.- 2 p.m., 

NJDOT Headquarters 

(Multipurpose Room), 

1035 Parkway Avenue, Ewing 

April 14, 10 a.m.- 2 p.m., 

Regional Operations Central, 

100 Daniels Way, Freehold 

Call the Human Resources program 
coordinator Lynn Latimer at (609) 530- 
4345 if you have questions about the 
schedule. 


NJDOT WalkAmerica 

You can raise money for the 1999 
March of Dimes when you participate in 
the WalkAmerica program at Mercer 
County Park on April 25. It’s a great way 
to get exercise and help ensure healthy 
babies. Call Human Resources’ Karen 
Sulikowski at (609) 530-2954 for more 
information. 


equipment by Parsons Infrastructure and 
Technology Group Inc. 

“In 1999, we will continue to work 
on ways to further improve customer 
service and ensure vehicle safety,” said 
Assistant Commissioner and MVS 
Director C. Richard Kamin. 

Last year MVS increased the vehicle 
inspection cycle from one year to two 
years; developed MVS online (http:// 
www.state.nj.us/mvs); and increased 
inspections of school buses on site, 
conducted roadside emissions testing of 
diesel-powered trucks and buses and 
annual emissions testing of New Jersey’s 
heavy-duty diesel trucks. 


Obituaries 

Former MVS employee LTC Frank 
C. Bisanzio died January 24 in Hamilton. 
An employee of the NJ National Guard at 
Fort Dix, Bisanzi received the 
Meritorious Service Medal and the Army 
Commendation and Achievement Medal. 
Survivors include his wife Carolyn, sons 
Anthony and Frank IV, his parents Frank 
C. and Mary Ann, sisters Mary Frances 
Spirko, Rose Ann Diklich, Carmela 
Schuck and many nieces and nephews. 

Mary M. Hawrylak of Hamilton 
died February 2 in Princeton. The retired 
NJDOT employee is survived by her 
daughters Maryann Wooton, Janice 
Caruso and Barbara, sons Joseph and 
Gene, brothers Joseph Muzyk and Walter 
Musick, a sister Theresa Beres and 
several grandchildren. 

Retired MVS employee Ramon 
Lerit died February 2 in Philadelphia. 
The Morrisville resident, an Army veteran 
of the Korean War, is survived by his wife 
Florence, daughters Mindy Ringkamp, 
Robin Nagy and Shari, his brother Sonny, 
sisters Laura Schiff and Claire Frank and 
several grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews. 


Milestones 


Padmanabha (Pete) Amin, Sr. 
Engineer in Bridge Maintenance 
Engineering, passed the final professional 
engineers’ exam. He is a graduate of 
Sardar Patel University in India. 
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Hamilton Station opens for business 


Commuters have to worry less about missing their train canopied station platform, ticket vending machines and \ 
from Trenton Station. They can just drive to the Hamilton Train connecting bus service on NJ TRANSIT’s 608 bus to downtown 
Station and use any NJ TRANSIT train that serves the Trenton Trenton. 
and Princeton Junction stations. Those trains now stop at The federal Transportation Trust Fund 
the newly-opened depot. partially funded the station’s 


Governor Christie Whitman and NJ TRANSIT Board _ fe : construction. 
Chairman and NJDOT Commissioner James Weinstein : 
dedicated New Jersey’s newest 
train station in February. 

Hamilton Station, located on a 
65-acre tract at I-295 and Sloan 
Avenue in Hamilton Township on 
the Northeast Corridor Rail Line, 
features a 13,000 square-foot 
station building with a waiting 
room and tenant space, high-level 
platforms and a pedestrian bridge. 

Commuters using the station 
can also use the 1,615-space 
parking lot and choose between a 
$60 or a $40 monthly parking 
permit based on proximity to the 
depot or pay a $3 daily fee. While 
they wait for the train, customers 
can enjoy the climate-controlled 
waiting room, and purchase 
coffee, breakfast foods and 
newspapers. There’s also a 


ae 


Hamilton Station 


